
The less education a person has 
received, the more likely they are to 
be among the people in the poorest 
20% of the world. Education is a key 
pathway out of poverty and every 
additional year of schooling increases 
an individual’s earnings by up to 10%.1



Agenda 2030 is about fighting poverty 
and making meaningful progress across 
all sectors for all people. To fulfill 
the idea of “leaving no one behind”, 
we have to know who is included in 
progress in each sector and who is 
being left out.  

The P20 has had significantly less 
access to education than the rest of 
the world. This holds people back 
from opportunity and restricts their 
life chances. 

•	 67% of adults in the P20 have not 
completed primary school. 

•	 Only 9.7% of adults in the P20 have 
completed secondary education, 
compared with 46% of adults in the 
rest of the world.

•	 Less than 3% of people who have 
had any higher education are in 
the P20. 

Data suggests progress for youth in 
the P20. If we look at only the younger 
generation (15–25), the percentage of 
those in the P20 with primary education 
increases to 57%, as compared to 33% 
for those over 25.

The P20 Initiative will monitor progress 
on inclusion in education in support 
of the Sustainable Development Goal 
indicator on educational attainment in 
primary and lower secondary school.
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Sources: PovcalNet, Demographic and Health Surveys, Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys, China Family Panel Survey, Pesquisa Nacional de Demografia e Saude as of 

July 1, 2016. More information available at devinit.org/p20i    |   Data analysis performed June 2016
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1.	 UNESCO Education Counts Towards 

the Millennium Development Goals 2011:  

www.unesdoc.unesco.org/

images/0019/001902/190214e.pdf
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